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| sensibilities of Franoe, in whose 
diced view the nations of all Faas 


are new in k — sag The 
situation is one in w . 

‘possible care should be pa oe 
the Parisian press, which has sach 
power to sway the feelings of the 
public. But inetead of “thie power 
being used in the interests of conoilia- 
tion, we find nothing in the 

papers bat invective, reproaches, th 
It seems almost as though France were 
doing her atmost to oall down upon 
her own lead all those disasters she 
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seriously misunderstand the spirit whic 
now animates her counsels, she + 
treat the present demonstration of 
‘China as a piece of empty blaff, and 
only intended to force upon her the 
odium of deolaring hostilities, 
jis the earnest wish of Bugland 

preserve peace, and thie arises nae 
at any rate, from a conviction in some 
quarters that in such au event 
would herself be drawn iuto the strife, 
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who is anxious to prevent an 4 
being arrived at. 
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at that this is China’s 
ty, and a war which we al) of us 
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‘if the French are convinced of 


at 2) of the European press, which 
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* CHINA'S CRNLAR NOTE Government has constantly aske:! 


Tar Chinese have always had the reputation | ‘Obie hina to send soldiers to put down their out. 
‘of being among the most perfect of diplomatiste: laws, and Ohina as in duty bound has come to 
which indeed wo should. expect of a pation * @ assistance of her vassal, the last occasion 
G __, whose civilisation is of such antiquity, which ist which we have records in our journals being 
~ considers literary exevllence’ the highest claim | | th 1879, when the Ohinese General Funa was 
to fame and position, and which places style | bent with a regular force from Kwang-si to 
- im literature far above matter. Office, power, + disperse a large band of these maraaders under 
Ee * are only obtained in China by success | Li Yano-tsat, On that occasion General Func 
at the competitive examinations, and the | recaptured Baonink among other cities of the 
success depends far more on the manner in || delta, aud although France by her treaty of 
which the essays are written by the competitors ‘1874 with Annam had forbidden ‘T'v-Dvo to 
~~ than on the thoughts they contain. The |: call i in any outside assistance but that of France 
‘ules of composition of these essays ‘are as| herself, the treaty was ignored by all. parties, 
_._, Strict as the traditional laws of the Medes and | _ General Fune retook Bacniuh, aud it has bee 
Persians : and candidates whose copied essays AR. 
have more than satisfied the examiners, have 
" been subsequently rejected when their original ~ 
drafts were inspected, and found to be care- 
_. lessly written or to bear marks of erasure, 
‘Ohinamen themselves are 80 conscious of a 
@ramping influence-of this devotion to style, 
_ | that it has been remarked by them that if 
foreigners could be once persuaded to adopt — 


Aho clo someon, th Oia mi of sommery  wa 8 atol 
need no longer dread their energy. The result 7 ys g > | 


| war with a Europegh power. But China oan- 
| 
oe of this slavish adherence to antiquated forms uot afford to allow any power to attack a town 
is seen in the excellence of their state-papers wartisoned by bactae Se en 
as literary models: and it is very seldom that . ¢ tegu Pi 


troops being in the town ia respoise to a 
aa a ee arte es gaa Mf more ._ ~| request by the immediate government of the 
tly Porgy the hig 2 eer ye country. ‘Itisopen for the French Govern- 
a ‘the T le Yamé " ie a ae y 4 ment now to say that they were unaware that 
‘the ie ae cr ugh nee ed " at the Chinese garrison of Bacninh are regular 
“the sine tow te ea earth voy troops sent there for the specific object of hold- 
uy eet ale the sr ne Sa on fe | ping the town against the Black Flags, aud as 
ie and of hi 3 epg . iy ol eg | the note suggests that China is always desirous 
” this pase: gr E het ° a" | for peace, and will still settle the question 
“It commences with the satelite statement | | ce ee wihes We ben in goed 
sl that Annem hes been tributary to Chins for }- friendship with her, the door is not yet 
! closed against a peaceable settlement. Unless 
“more than two hundred years. This we know 
‘France is’ determitied to annex the whole 
_, to be absolutely true, if only from M. Drveria’s apr , a 
beck, reviewed by us notlong since : old regalé- of Tongking as well as Annam proper, 
it es bias fy in details the obj 2 ‘she may well be satisfied with a promise 
— ot wileh tha edhe ae ia i iedca -on the part of China to open the navigation of 
2 24 le Sungkoi and to clear its valley of pirates and 
‘at which it is to be sent: and those who treat ae 
_| Ghduats hale > eeneesluts over Aneow 06 0x outlaws: and as France cannot be expected’ to 
exploded Gotlon have te ignote this among. ~) give up Hanoi aud Haiphong, she can always. 
ies cake eonbtiaiieainas of Ge Sines. - keep a sufficient force on hand 'to ensure China's. 
~~ It was China, says the note, that granted to __, carrying out her promise. We sincerely hope 
lers of Annam the rece ; snow, that with the medintory assistance of 
beer to govern the conutry : and ag uly , | England some such agreement will be arrived 
mela — at. Tm ie eae ce 
tes eater of the present dynasty receive his. bronia.. 


held) by*a Chinese regular fores: eer’ nee. 
_ Now we know for the first time why China has 
so strenuously stated that a French attack on 
Bacuinh would be considered a casus belli. As 
long as the French confined themselves to | 
attacks on the Annamese, and the latter did | 
not officially call on China for assistance, it was | 
not worth the while of Ohina, “ looking tothe 


authorisation from Peking, but the death wor 
ta a king in Anvam has to be at once | | France @ war with China ; the only fear is that 


“reported China, and his successor eanaot each of thetwodisputants may hold ont too 
as ‘as wielding the soepire until he - lotig in the belief that the other does not really 
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fgS ls the North-China Daily Now of 


1 able ; for who cam tell, in the unsettled state of ~ | 


| ‘the Bettlements ? 


\cammot but look at the early future without 


| another gigantic rebellion. Wheu I speak of __ 


To ran Bérros oF run “ Saanenas Cotsen.” 


The two sentences ‘that the editor gives as _ 
examples of his objection are: “ the extreme 
gravity of the present situation,” and, “ the 
services of the corps may be called for at any — 
moment.” 

To ‘any man who possesses the organ of 
state of our Volunteer Corps, he would ay 
such remarks are quite the reverse of objection- 


the country, how soon our Volunteers may be 
called upon to keep order in, if not to defend, 


«I ‘am far from being an alarmist, still I 
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J find ont when too late the grand mistake they 


But this Ido know, that we are, (to use an 


expression of Major Hollidhy’s) living on the 
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edge of a voleano, that may burst at any 


‘moment, If the Volunteers treat with contempt™ 


the many warnings they have had, they will 


have made, an! I think any expressions, such 
as I have before |quoted, quite justifiable and 


’ politic, if they will only rouse their energy and 


iotism. 


hat notice was there that danger and 
murder were lurking about Cawnpore, Delhi or 
Lucknow, Tientsin or Alexandria? Had there 
been a well-drilled Volunteer Corps at Alex- 
andria in 1882 the massacre and pillage that 
preceded the bombardment would never have 
occurred, order could have been preserved till 
the arrival of the troops. 


Let not such a lesson be thrown away apon 
~} Shanghai, for I know—and agaiu upon un- 
disputed authority—that living within the 


serious misgivings. I have, upon the most 
reliable and undoubted authority, information 
_ which ung confirms my views of —- 
the future. Within @ radius of not a great 


many miles round Shanghai—a few easy 


thousand men, ready to riso at very short 
notice, the moment they hear that China 
has actually commenced a war with France ~ 
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marches—there are upwards of « hundred ~~ 
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